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LUZRODUCTION,

This survey attempts to investigate the reasons for the
high proportion of Naori adolescents admitted to Kohitere, a
proportion that has risen over the last few years and contimes
to rise, The study was made whilst the writer was on place-
ment for two days each week at Kohitere from the Depariment of
Soecial Administration and Sociology, Victoria University of
Vellington, and is thus limited in its scope if not intent,
The information gathered and upon which the results and inter-
pretations are based was gleaned almest purely from individual
Child Velfare Division files and thus the data available is
linited to the extent to which the youth and his family are
officially known to the Division, this varying from a period
of a few months to many years. It 18 inevitable that some
subjective material will be included in such files but an
attenpt has been made to filter out this material as far as
possible,

ZHE _INSTITUTION,

Kohitere is a national training institution sited at
Levin and administered by the Child Velfare Division of the
Education Department, It provides for the education and
training of those children and voung people who are 8o
seriously disturbed or delinquent that their retention in
the community is not, for the time being, practicable or
desirable, Some measure of security for the newly admitted
is provided for as well close security (used for short perioeds
of up %o a month) for highly disturbed or difficult children
who may do harm to themselves, to others, or to prcperty of
others if they were able to abscond, The centre is conducted
on open lines with a minimum of set rules and regulations and
a maximum of flexibility so that each boy can be considered
as an individual and discipline can, where possible, be made

meaningful to him, Through a system of progressively raded



privileges and increased trust and responsibility, boys are
given the opportunity to work out their problems, and to test
the progress made by being allowed into the local community,

Full=time schooling under specialist teachers is pro-
vided for those of school age and for those who wish to and
should contimue their education, In addition to being emot-
ionally disturbed and delinquent, many of the children admitted
are scholastically retarded and in need of remedial teaching,
Comprehensive programmes are devised to train these young
people in suitable work skills, in the creative and construce
tive use of leisure time, and generally to give them the utmost
assistance towards adequate and responsible adult life,

The institution accomodates up to 111 adolescent boys
aged from 14 to 17 years who have backgrounds of serious offences
against the law, The average length of residence for 1968
was 12,8 months and there is a tendenecy for this average to
drop because of a drop in the length of residence at Boratal
institutions, and the fact that many of the boys at Kohitere
have been involved with companions who were sent to Borstal,
and tend to equate their length of institutional time with
that of their friends,

At the time of preparing this report the population

within the institution consisted oft
66 Maoris
24 Buropeans
% Pacific Islanders,

Thus, at that time, Maori youths formed 71¥ of the total
innate population of the centre and this, I am assured, is
not a disproportionate reprosentation at the present time,
The following table shows the tendency for the rising pro-
portion in the lMaori population of Kohitere, the figures
covering the years 1965-1967 inclusive, Obviously, there



has been a dramatic increase in the admission of Maori vouths
in the years 1968-«1970 associated with a proportionate decline
in the number of youths of Buropean and other descent,

TABLE I. 1065 1966 1967
Buropean 42 (52,5%) 44 (47.8%) 43 (42,2%)

Classification of Maoris and non-lMaoris for this study
was done on the basis of a Maori being considered as including
half-castes and those youths of mixed blood between half-
caste and pure descent - a definition employed by most official
statisties, The Ruropeans were selectnod on the basis of

pure descent as far as was posaible invelving little or ne
blood mixture, '

ZHE _SAUPLE,

For the purposes of this survey, the files of 50 Maori
youths and 20 Buropean youths were selected at random from the
filing shelves at Kohitere, these forming the basis of the ine
vestigation, Information was gained mostly from Court reports
prepared by Child Welfare officers, psychological and, in some
cases, psychiatric reports and school reports, Because of
the time factor there was little personal follow-up contact
with the individual boys involved, As the survey was con-
cerned primarily with the histories of youngsters prior to
their admission to Kohitere, this report does not convey
any information relating to the progress or response of the
youths to the Kohitere training,

SANRLE DATA.
The following chapters survey under convenient topies
the material gained from the files, where applicable the in-

formation pertaining to Maori youths being compared with that
of the Burbpean sample members and tentative conclusions being

brtrught; Vhere appropriate, the latter will be related to



relevant material that has already been published,

1. Age on Admigsion,

Youths in the Maori sample varied in age on admission
to Kohitere from 13 years 6 months to 16years 4 months, the
average age being 14 years 2 months, The Europeans in the
sample ranged in age from 14 years 3 months to 16 years %
months, the average age being 15 years,

2. Home Situation.
(a) Locality of home,

By far the greatest mumber in the sample came from
homes located in urban areas, 76§ of the Maori homes and all
but one (957) of the European homes were in an urban loeality.
62F of the Maoris and 25§ of the Buropeans came from the North-
ern half of the North Island, greater Auckland producing one-
third of the Maori youths and one-quarter of the Buropean
youths, 2§ of the Maoris and 304 of the Buropeans had homes
in the South Island,

All this would tend to confirm the commonly-held view
that delinquency tends to be a product of urban living and
that urbanisation would seem to provide considerable adjust-
ment difficulties - for Maoris in particular, There has
been much publicity recently as a result of a television
Gallery programme which highlighted the existence of and
problems presented by Maori youth gange in the Auckland area,
Auckland and its surrounds are well represented in the Maori
sample indicating that this part of the country presents
particular problems and produces a high proportion of Maori
delinquents; although, of course, it is the most densely
populated part of the country, Fore will be said later of
the problems associated with urbanisation.
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(b) Home circumstances,

The Maori families in the sample are generally
larger than their European counterparts, the average Maori
family consisting of 8,4 children and Buropeans 5.6 children,
There does not seem to be any discernable pattern with regards
to the place in the family that the youths take except that,
with the Maoris, in PO¥ ‘of the cases they were the eldest child
at home at the time bf their admission to kohitere and in 64%
of the cases they were the eldest of th. boys at home at the
time, 35% of the Buropeans were eldest at home and 52¢ were
the eldest boy at home,

Ritchie and Ritchie comment that there are many reasons
why Maoris want large families ",.. some comment on the need,
in a sense, to repopulate a resurgent culture .., some say
large fanilies mean many hands for the important family and
community events ..., some mention the tribal sigznificance of
many offspring leading to many marriages, and thus by marriage
links creating a tighter and wider network of bilateral kinship,
Others note the community-like feeling of a large family ...
At the widest level there is a fullness, an ampleness, a
sense of large scaleness about the large family which, in
terms of values, is characteristically Maori .., Contimity
is an important value too, large families fulfil centimuity,
providing against the accidents of circumetance, and in the
succession of children repeat and make contimious the much
valued pleasure in enjoying the vitality and freshness of
youth and particularly babyhood ..., any consideration of the
whole cultural context surrounding Maori families forces us to
realise that largeness is an ideal and a necessary basis to
support preferred kinds of social experience," Te

A follow=up study done in 1968 on boys discharged from
Kohitere indicated that more successes (success being measured
in terms of post-release recidivism) came from smaller families
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and that successes less often had delinguent siblings than did.
failures, Although this fact alone would not account for it ,
there may be some correlation with this and the significant
finding that 72,5% of the successes in the sample studied were
Buropeans conpared with exactly half of the failures,

In relation to upbringing, the factor that seemed to
ocour most in the reported backgrounds of the Maori youths
was inconsistent control and impulsive and unsatisfactory
digseipline, often with one parent being overly strict and
the othér quite permissive, To understand this we need to
look at cultural background, Ritchie and Ritchie indicate
that, unlike the pakesha, there is little traditional early
training provided for Maori children; the transition to childe-
hood is more abrupt, “"Parents do net sharply end infancy
and initiate childhoed by a sudden imposition of tralning
practices because to do so is thought to have a moral virtue,
Rather, children emerge into a new social status and set of
relationships in which parents play a lesser role than do
gisters and brothers, They become part of the world of childe
ren, first amongst their own brothers and sisters, almost at
the same time part of the extended family or neighbouring play
group of children, and later in more free-ranging groups of
pre-school and school children,” 2 Hohepa uses the terms
senior sibling and junior esibling and recognises that the re
lationship is not only one of parental allocation but also
matual liking, Thus from the senior, the junior receives not
only training by word, command and act but also solace, com=
fort, consoclation and coapanionship -~ ie, those facete of a
relationship normally provided by the adult parent in Buro-
pean culture,

In his Rakau study, James Ritchie commented, in re-
ferring to the Maori child's latency period, "... the chief

characteristics of the adult roles which the child sees being
acted out arcund him are remoteness and capriciousness, a world



that from time to time offers again the previously kmown
surfeit of affection and yet later, in appavently identical
eircumstances, capriciously denies access to these satisfac-
tions, Punishments are firm and immediate but not so con-
sistent, and rewards are equally chaotic, the same action
receiving now the one, now the other," el

The new social unit within the family, of child and
child, is surrounded by a mumber of altermative or surrogate
parents, Not only can the child seek a comfort from some
other sibling, but he or she can also turn to a mumber of
relatives, If he so chooses, or if he is feeling aggrieved,
he may stay for a time, overnight or for scme days, at the
home of a grandparent or uncle or aunt, “"Children of school
age seem, compared with their Pakeha equivalents, rather
loosely bound to their parents, though the appearance nay
be deceptive and their emotional need for parental love and
response greater than they show ... The attitude is one of
that the ohild will come to little harm in the surrounding .
environment and hat independence, within rather wide bounds,
is considered desirable ,,. It remains true for all, and
particularly for boys, that it is locality as home rather
than the home itself which becomes the locus of childhood
security; that security is based on the stability of a wide
human group rather then on the physical surroundings or ex-
clusively on parents; that the sibling and play groups have
an importance and a primacy for the Maori child that they
rarely have for the pre-school Pakeha child; that sibling care-
takers ave presenting an approximation to adult velues and
gtandards, less complex, ,both more harsh and more responsive,
emotional and warm than the parental modelj that, particularly
for boys again, identification with parents is less well-de-
fined and certainly less exclusive," **

Thus, one can easily see how such traditional attitudes
towards child upbringing carried over into the totally different



densely populated urban situation with its pressures to conform
to Buropean values and expectations can give rise to difficulties,

Few Maoris today are born at home in the security of
social support which had (and probably still has, where prace
ticed along with modern obstetrical techniques) so many ad-
vantages tp the mother and child in the early relationship,
Birth is complicated for many by fear, anxiety and ignorance,
Few Haori babies are now breast fed, In the same way, child
caretaking by other children as a suitable and sensible and
thoroughly logical way of relieving the mother is not survive
ing as a cultural practice and is rarely seen in the city.
Relutives are rarely close enough to provide the surrogate
parents cn whoem rural Maori children could depend when they
needed a change from their own parents, Siblings in a city
are generally occupied by their own concerns and do not pro-
vide much relief for the Maori mother, [Haoris in the town
usually become either tenants of State houses or owners of
their own house under State Advances Corporation or Vaori
Affairs Department or other buildinz scheme, They enter into
a personal ownership on the Pakeha model, They are subject
to the conformity pressures of surrounding Pakeha householders-
a new conception of privacy, invitations before visiting,
closed parties, tidy lawns, hushed voices, ete, They are
exposed to the ‘one child per room' ideal and the Paleha
conception of individual privacy within the home, The Maori
community as a cohesive unit does not now exist to edd its
weight in approving or disapproving behaviour,

On this basis it is not only possible to undersiand
the apparent lack of conformity or consisteney in the disei-
plining of the young as evidenced by the Maori youths in the
sample but also to appreciate a little the difficulties and
problems that beset the parents of these children, Ausubel, (5

in discussing laori delinquency and crime, refers to a mumber
of causative factors including abruptness of exposure to



pakeha ways, inexperience in coping with temptations to urban
life, feelings of loneliness and homesickness #n the city,
segregation in urban slum areas, intense "generation conflict,”
loss of parental control, excessive permissiveness and neglect
on the part of many Maori parents, lack of explicit and con-
sistent ethical training in the home because of parental con-
fusion regarding reasonable standaxrds of discipline, and release
from the restraining influence of village elders and community
opinion,

A fairly high proportion of youths in both sanples derive
from 'broken' homes - that is, homes where the parents are
separated, divorced, remarried or deceased or where the young-
ster concerned is living avay from home for whatever reason,

40% of both Maoris and Buropeans fall inte this category.
Exactly half of all Maori youths in the sample have at some

time lived with relativesy 26§ of them remaining awvay from the
parental home for a period in excess of 12 months; 187 on a long
term basis, Two youths spent a peried in a children's home,
The Buropeans, on the other hand, have a much higher rate (407
in all) of children's home placements, early committals to

the Superintendent of Child Welfare and foster home placement;
relatives agsuning responsibility in one case only and this for
a period of 5 months only, It would seem from the above that,
in the sample population, Maori relatives accepted responsibility
for children parted from their pavents much more readily than
Buropeans but, in the long run, this did not prove to be any
more effective or successful in counteracting later delin-

quent behaviour,

Broken homes, then, would appear to be a positive factor
in the anti-social behaviour of a large proportion of the
sanple group, for both Buropeans ané laoris, although without
a control group of non-delinquents to compare with, we camnot
be certain of its statistical significance in relation to
delinqueney and admission to Kohitere,
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The following table indicates the placements that youths
in the sample had had away from their own homes at any time
prior to admission to Kohitere, Percentages for each race
are ghown in parenthesis,

ZABLE 3X.

liaord. Buropean.
Foster home, 12 (24%) 4 (20%)
Family home, 5 ( 10%) 4 (20%)
Boys home, 9 (187) 7 (35%)
Children's home, 2 (4%) 2 (10%8)
Hokio School, 4 ( &%) 5 (15%)
Campbell Park School, 2 ( 4%) -
Relatives, 25 (50%) 1 ( 5%)
Adopted, 2 (48 ) -

Two of the llaori youths were admitted to Kohitere
directly from Hokio and two were admitted directly from
Campbell Park School, 2% Maori youths (46%) and 7 Buro-
pean youths (35%) were living away from their homes at the
time of their admission to Kohitere, the table following
indiocating the placements from which they came,

At work, 3 ( 6%) 1 ( 59)
Boys home, 8.(16%) 3 (15%)
Family home, 1( 2%) 3 (15%)
Foster home, | 1( 2%) B
Hokio achool, 2 ( 4%) -
Canpbell Park School 2 (4% ) -
Relatives 5 (108) -
Private board 1( 2%) -
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(e¢) Eamily Novements.

Child velfare records indicate that only 36§ of
the Maori families had had any change of residence location,
most of these being from rural to urban areas, However, I
suspect, and experience would indicate, that a mach higher
proportion of Maori families had experienced moves and the
possibility arises of a number of changes in location either
not being recorded in Child Velfare files or alternatively
not being known by them, 50% of the Buropean families had
experienced a change of location at some time,

(a) Pather's Buplovment.

The table below shows the type of employment that
the father's of the boys were engaged in , where this is kmown,
The N.A, category indicates those fathers who are unable to
work - because of invalidity, siclkmess benefit, ete, The
majority of the fathers for both groups were engaged in un-
skilled employment whilst a higher proportion of Europeans
occupied skilled positions,

TABLE IV, FATHERS' 0CC S
7Y TR T T
Unskilled, |Semi-skilled, (Skilled, | Smployed, | NsA | D.K,
Haori 50% 65 8% 2% 12% | 22¢
Buropean 40% - 20% 10% - | 30%
3. Sghooling.

One can assume that associated with family movements
uil]_. go changes of school but, unfortunately, save for a few
cases,,these are generally not recorded in the information

available to me,

The table following indicates the stage reached in



schooling by the boys in the sample at the time of their ad-
mission to Kohitere, The mumbers of boys in each category
are shown together with the appropriate percentage figureindi-
cated in parenthesis, P.5. refers to Primary School (in this
case Form 1 and Form 2) and 5,0, refers to Special Class,

PeS. 7 (14) 2 (10)

8.C, 2( 4) -
mﬁ!ll Fu3. 16 (32) 6 (30)
Fods 15 (30) 4 (20)
Fo5e ﬂ 2( 4) 1(595)

P.S. - -

Lotk 3.0, 1( 2) -
P.4, 4 ( 8) 5 (25)
3050 - 1 ( 5)

50 20

 Yhen working from & variety of school reports, reliable
and comparative qualitative assessments are indeed very dif-
ficult but it is quite clear that the bulk of both Maori and
Buropean youths were making or had made only limited progress
at school, The mein difference between the two groups seemed
to be that the Maori students suffered from academic difficulty
and lack of achievement associated with varying degrees of
intellectual retardation whilst the European boys appeared to
offer more in the way of behavioural and diseiplinary problems
linked with distinct disinterest and lack of effort, However,
& number of Maori youths, approximately 350%, gave evidence of
being quite disinterested alsoc although this d4id not necessarily .
reflect in any particular behavioural difficulties, Disinterest,
too, was not significantly related to any specific I.Q. level,
Six Maori youths (12) and six Buropean youths (30¢) were
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exenpted, suspended or expelled from school, these figures tend-
ing to confirm the greater behavioural problems offered by Nuro-
pean youngsters,

Truancy was positively identified in 60§ of the Naori
cases and in 65F of the Buropeans indicating an apparent 1link
between this and delinguency, Ausubel found a greater irregw-
larity of attendance with Maori pupils than was typical of
their Pakeha classmates, his results being based on research
with an urban sample however, He attributed the high rate
of absenteeisn among Maori pupils in part Yo "undue laxness on
the part of Maori parents, school authorities and other Govern-
ment officialas, In the first place, many parents did not know
(or were not sufficiently interested in their children's educa-
tion to make it their business td find out) whether they were
attending school regularly, But even when irregularities wwre
brought to their attention, they often did not care enough or
lacked sufficient control over their children to remedy the
situation, ©Secondly, school authorities were much toc lacka=-
daisncal about investigating reasons for absences, about promptly
notifying visiting teachers regarding serious cases of truanoy,
and about initiating the necessary stepa leading to the prose-
cution of parents of truant pupils,” 6e There is nothing in
the material from which I was working which could allow me %o
either confirm or negate the above observations relative to the
situstion under invegtigation, There did, however, seem %o
be a significant correlation between truancy and disinterest
in schoolwork,

In the follow-up study of Kohitere boys previously re-
forred to, it was found that the *'failures' (in ternms of
recidivism) gemerally showed more signs of serious truancy
and that Maori 'failures' displayed much more truancy than did
Maori 'successes,'

It will be noted from the table that none of the Naori
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school leavers reached the fifth form whilst only one of the
Buropeans reached that level, On the other hand, amongst
those still at school at the time of their admission to Eohi-
tere, two laoris and one European were in Form 5, Ausubel
statea that the percentage of laori boys who leave school after
conpleteing Form 3 is almost three times as great as the cor-
responding figure for FPakeha boys although this must bde quali-
fied by the faet that the Maori boyas in his sample were on the
average seven months older than their Pakeha classmates and,
hence, were more likely to reach their fifteenth birthdaye
before the end of the school year, As his book was published
in 1961 however, there is likely to be a noticeable and sige~
nificant change in these figures, Holst says that "the Haori
people are not nmaking full use of the opportunities for educa-
tion that exist" '* and I think that this still applies today
to a significant extent although there is a tendency for Maori
pupils to make more e.tensive use of the educational avemues
open to them,

Schwimmer indicates that the Maori youngster has had
considerable experience prior to attending tesatitending school
but that these experiences are of a kind that do not fit readily
into a standard classroom and school curriculum - hence the
tendency for the primary school complaint that the Maori child
'lacks experience,' He suggests that "the child entering
school finds that the already intermalised elements of his own
system are regarded as invalid whereas he knows little about
the system in which the other children are being seocinlised,
It is not a matter of cultural poverty but of cultural musical
chairs,” &

4. Gmployment.
Because of the age factor, few boys were in employment

inmediately prior to admission to Kohitere, 9 Maori youths
(18%) and 7 Suropean youthe (35%) are involved, the higher



Buropean proportion perhaps being reflected in their slightly
higher average admission age, The following tables indicate
the number and types of jobs held by these 16 youths, T“here
there is more than one job involved, the preferred and consis-
tent type is indicated 4if this is apparent (eg, a rumber of
dairy favm jobs), otherwise the classification 'various' is
used,

Buropean.

24

Apprenticeship - 2.

Factory 1. 1.

Labourer 1. 1

Various 1. 1.
Unenployed 1o i

9 Te

SASLE VII. HUM3ER OF JOBS HELD. .
One Two More than two., N.K. Totals,

laori, 2¢ 2 4e 10 9.
Buropean, 1. e 2 S5 - Te
‘ De Se e 1e 16.

: The tendenecy for both Maori and European vouths %o have
numerocus job changes will be noted and the records indicate
that 1t is normal for the period of employment in any ome job
to be of very short duration - a matter of a few weeks in a
mumber of instances, Maori youths seemed to prefer unskilled
enployment and a trend for them to seek (or to be placed in)
work on the land is also apparent, the jobs invelving dairy
farms (3), a poultry farm and shearing (1); this interest
being shared to some extent by the Burdpean youths although
there is a strong preference by them for semi-skilled or
skilled employment as indicated by their swing to apprenticeships.
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One camnnot help speculating here as to the extent to
which the adolescent is influenced in his vocational aspirations
by his family's soclo-economic background and the employment
type and pattern of his father in particular, In a paper
entitled 'The Crisis of Adolescence in Pamily Life," Frances
Schers sayst "If the parents are especially dissatisfied and
unhappy about their own achievements, their conflicts may de
expressed in marital disharmony or they may be lived out through
the adoleseent, For example, the adolescent may get the mes-
sage that he must not outstrip his father educationally and
vocationally, and, out of hie unconscious fear of competition,
he may either settle for lesz than he can achieve or fail come
pletely se¢ In the lower-class family, inwhich merely holding
a jJob is a vital matter, the adolescent may identify with his
parents' sense of failure and despair, znd, accordingly, acecept
failure in school work as a matter of course."

In attempting to explain an apparent discrepancy between
the aspirations of Maori pupils on the one hand and their moti-
vations, supportive traits and perceived pressures for achieve-
ment on the other hand, Ausubel saw that "their aspirations,
while genuine, were neither firmly internalised nor stood mueh
chance of realisation because of the abscence of suitable family,
cultural and peer group pressures .., secause of inadequate
communication between Maori parents and children, the latter
tended to perceive parent attitudes regarding achievement that
were congonant with their ownm (ie, the pupils’') aspirations
rather than attitudes that pevents actually manifested ,.." °°
Ausubel felt that it was "patently clear that significant inter-
cultural differences prevail between the two groups (ie, laori
and Pakeha) with respect to factors affecting the implementa=
tion of aspirations, ie, underlying needs and motivations for
achieveument, supportive traite, and perceived opportunities
and pressures for achievement," He identified a number of
factors in the Maori home enviromment that contributed to the
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less favourable outlook for the realisation of Maori than of
Pakeha pupils' voeational aspirations, including: (a) lack
of vocational sophistication (b) inadequate parent-child com-
munication (¢) permissiveness, neglect, disinterest on the
part of Maori parents (d) the values held and examples set

by Maori parents tending to discourage the child from imple-
menting his own vocational aspirations (e) ambivalence by

the parents about their children leaving home, and (f) the
peer group gemerally offering little encouragement, Purther,
nparalleling and supplementing parental and peer group in-
fluences on the implementation of Maori voecational aspira-
tiona are factors stemming from the culture at large of which
the former influences are idiosyncratic expressions, They
inelude cultural values and other personality traits affecting
achievement, Maori attitudes towards work, the current vocg¢a-
tional status of the Maori people, andi personal and social
morale," 10,

In an attempt to relate what I have said concerning the
adolescent's choice of a job being possibly influenced by the
occupation of his father to the sample, the table following
compares the ococupations of youths in the sanple to that of
their fathers, where this is known, In some instances the
parents are separated, and where the boy has renained with
his mother, contact has often been lost with the father,

fhe results are generally inconclusive except that the
Maori youngsters tend to perpetuate unskilled/semi-skilled
employment and that there is a little more variation with
the Buropeans although this category provides the only ine
stance of a son's occupation following that of his father -
in this case both being labourers,



Laori. Buropean,

Soy. Father, Boy. Father,
Porestry |Tanker driver, Various Painter
Shearing | Freezing works Dairy farm N.K,
Dairy farm| Linesman Fultry farm N.K.
Unemployed| Crane driver Labourer Labourer

Dairy form | Track layer Apprentice Bus driver,
(Railways)

Dairy farm | County Counecil Apprentice N.K¢

Various Factory

Laundry H.K,

Schwimmer sees the traditional group life of the Maori
a8 being a key factor, and maybe a restraining factor, in the
types of ocecupation taken up by Maori people generally, "The
kind of Maori group life which is, in some fortunate cases, a
by-product of industrial employment is easiest to maintain in
Jobs requiring comparatively formal training and not overly
competitive," ". However, the Maori is participating in a
wider range of occupations and this fexxithmxzaks need to
belong %o a group does not necessarily have to be sacrificed
for the sake of adaptation and growth, The setting up of
Maori hostels and the Waori Affairs Trade Training Scheme has
dons much to encourage young Maoris to anter into skilled and
semi-gkilled occupations and one of the latter's strengths, as
identified by Schwimmer, is that "it keeps a group of Maori
apprentices living together, so that being a satisfactory
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apprentice becomes one of the standard qualifications for con-
tinuing group -olllrlhu. 12, There must be some signifi-
cance attached to the recent statement by the Minister of Maori
and Island Affairs that Maori apprentices in the Trade Training
Scheme topped three of the apprenticeship exams and that the
Maori drop-out rate for apprenticeships was 6% compared with
the Buropean rate of 25}

5. Qffences,
(a) Humber and Type of Offences.

By far the greatest number of offences recorded
for both groups were offences against property, invelving 88¢
of the Naori sample members and 90% of the Buropeans, In all
the remaining cases invelving offences against the person,
property offences were also included; ie, not one boytspeciani-
ised' in offences against the person,

The table on the following page indicates the type and
total number of offences committed by the boys of each race.
The figures in parenthesis indicate the average mumber of
offences comnitted by each offender in each category.

Burglary, theft, bicycle theft, interfering with a motor
car, unlawfully taking a motor car, and breaking and entering
were the most frequently occurring offences (in that order)
for Maori youthe, Buropean rates exceeded those of the Maoris
for burglary, theft, unlawfully taking motor cars, breaking
and entering, interfering with a motor car (slightly above),
but were less for bicycle theft and receiving, The rates
for wilful damage were the same for both Maori and Pakeha,



Theft 154

Burglary 7
Car conversion 49
Paking bicyecle 39

Breaking/ 37
Entering
Interfering with 10
Motor car

¥ilful damage 7
Receiving 13

%notor
J

Assault

Getting into
motor car

Attempted P
burglary

Possessgion of
firearnm

False pretences 1

Unlawfully on
premises

Unlawful sexual
intercourse

Obscens exposure
Cbscene language

Robbery with
violence

Taking a horse
Taking tractor

Forgery

Driving whilst  _
disqualified

i 1

-

-

wh b =k b - - N

3.8
244
345

2,2
245

1.75
1.2

1.5
1.0
1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0
1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0
1.0

1.0

1.0
4.0

1.0

1.0
1.0
1.0

3.0

(cont.)



(cont, )
Maori Buropean
Iotal  Average Zotal Average.

Al and

n%o‘:gm 4 b 2 1.0
Threatening - 4 1 1.0

behaviour -
Ro and

vf;;boru » e 1 1.0
False fire a \ 1 1.0

Those affences that were exclusively the domain of Maoris
included the taking of a horse, the taking of a tractor, being
found on enclosed premises, forgery, and obscene language, plus
offences against the person involving unlawful sexual inter-
course, obscene exposure, and robbery with viclence, There
#as one offence only of each of tusse except for two incidents
of unlawful sexual intercourse,

offences comnitted solely by Buropeans included aiding
and abetting (2 incidents), threatening behaviour (1), being
a rogue and a vagabond (1), making a false fire alarm (1),
and driving whilst disqualified (5 offences by the one person),

(b) Humber of Appearances.

The Maori youths in the sample made a total of 160
appearances in the Children's Court with an average of 3,2
appearances each; whilst the Buropeans with a total of 78
appearances made an average of 3,9 appearances each, The
table which follows gives selected background information
on the 28 Maoris and 15 Buropeans in the sanple who have made
three or more Children's Court appearances,



European | 14 1 8 10 G 42
Maori 23 8 12 22 12 67
37 9 20 52 21

A high proportion of both races come from urban areas,
have parents who are diverced or separated and whe have lived
away from home, The Maori figure for the latter category is
significantly higher than that for the Buropeans,

Glass at Admis Poor school Intelligence
ls.o. PijFOd Fedo| Fo5, | progress, Dull~borderline
Buropean | - ' 6 2 13 3
Maori 1 5 (13 10 2 25 17
1 6 |19 16 4 36 20

Confirming a tendency indicated in a previous table
relating to schooling (Table V, page 12), most of this group
of youths (80%f of Buropeans and 825 of Maoris) are represented
in the F,? and F.,4 groups and poor school progress is a feature
of 87% of the Buropeans and 82% of the Maoris, 61§ of the
Maori youths in this category of 3 or more Court appearances
were of stated dull-borderline intelligence (ie IQ 90 or less)
whilst only 20% of the Buropeans were in the same category.
More will be said about I.Q, later,



(e) Age at Pirst Offence,
The table which follows shows the agea at which the
- sanple members first committed an offence and first came to
notice, ' The latter category includes Child elfare complaints,
referrals received by Child .elfare, etec,, each of there youths
involved offending later, The figures in parenthesis represent
the percentages of the race sample in each age group,

| 1
7. - 1 (”) ) 'y f -
8e 3 (6%) - - -
9. I 3 (6%) - - &
10. 3 (6%) 2 (%0%) 2 (4%) -
1. 9 (18g5) 5 (25%) - 1 (5%)
12, 12 (24%) 4 (20%) - -
13, 10 (20%) 3 (15%) 2 (4%) -
14 5 (10%) 3 (15%) 2 (4%) -
D.Ke 2 (4%) 1 (5%) - -
50 20 10 2

The average age at first offence fro the Maoris was 11.7
years and that fér the Buropeans was 11,5 vears, There was a
tendency for the Maoris to start offending at an earlier age

than Buropwans, this being reflected also in the ages at which
the Maori youths first came to notice,
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In the Kohitere follow-up study previously referred to,
it was found that the 'successes' tended to be older at firet
offence than did the'failures] 68% of the 'successes' being 15
years or older at first offence compared with 53¢ of the 'Failures,’'
If these results are applied to the current study one finds that
603 of both Maoris and Buropeaas are under 13 years of age at
first offence and, therefore, on the basis of the earlier study
the proguosis for a potential success rate of the current sample
is not encouraging.

(d) Associates in Qffences.

The greatest tendency with the Buropean youths is to
be a member of a group of various ages when comnitting offences
whilst Maori offenders clearly prefer the peer group. The table
below gives a breakdown of associates in offences,

IABLE XIII.  ASSOCIATES IN OFFENCES.

um.l Peer Group, | Older,

Buropean | 2 (10%) 1 (56) 2 (108) 5 (25§
meort, | 11 (226) 21 (420)| 5 (108) 3 (69)| 10 (200)

| 13 22 7 5 20

A further breakdown of the associations in the mixed age
group once again points to the preference of the Maori youths
for peer group companionship, a preference reflected in this
table by the Buropeans also,interestingly enough,
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Maori boys display little interest in the companionship
of younger youths although this is much more common with suro-
peans, There is also a greater tendency for Maori youths to
‘operate' alone when offending and ome can only guess as to
vhether this is the result of impromptu offending or a deliber-
ate choloce - in view of the generally clear preference for
peer group friendship, the likelihood is that impromptu offend-
ing is indicated. (For example, such offences as taking a
horse and taking a tractor would seen to confirm this presump-
tion.,) However, to gualify this, 7 of the Maori vouths who
comnitted offences whilst alone lived in rural or semi-rural
areas where, probably, aceess to companions in leisure time
may have been @ifficult; whilet none of the Buropean boys who
offended by themeelves lived in a rural locality, Both Maoris
and Europeans experienced a very high degree of relationship
difficulties (according to psychological and other reports)
involving immaturity, insecurity and defensive patterns of
behaviour plus a high incidence of aggression and bullying,

The bulk of the Maori sole offenders, too, are of below average
intelligence whilst all of the Buropean vouths who offended
alone have IQ's over 100,

I have commented earlier in this report of the tendency
for Maori youths to have a cultural dependency on the peer
group which probabls goes a long way toward explaining the
frequency of their offending with associates of the same age,

I quote Ritchie: "..,. by the middle years the family (as com-
posed of parents and siblings) has been replaced as the moat
significant group by the wider, explicit, reference group of
age-peers .., For the Maori child the family occupies second
place ... The middle years child has gained a striking autonomy
80 far as home is concerned but not so far as his peer group

is conecerned," 1. Considerable pressures are exerted on the
individual members for conformity with special pressures directed
against 'achievers' in order to direct them back on to a
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course of noneachievement, Ritchie sees a contimual striving
to maintain psychological security in the group and that while
the individual is learning the new certainties of role and
role expectation, anxiety dominates the individual, However,
as long as the group is there and so long as the member limite
his demands on it and meets its demands on him, he need not

be anxious, The Maori child can be seen, then, to be 'other-
directed' in that he is contirually vatching others for leads
to direct his own behaviour, Ritchie sees the umain differences
betwoel Maori and Pakeha children at this stage as being that,
for the Pakeha child, first loyalty, first identification and
first reference group contimues to be the family ~ for the
Maori child the family occuples second place,

6+ 1o and Personalllby.

(a) 1I9.
jMost of the youths admitted to Xohitere had been

intellectually tested by the psychological service and/or
their school and an IQ result was gemerally available, Here
a full secale range was given, the mid-point of the range has
been taken in order to determine the classification in terms
of the following table, A large mumber of youths were given
a performance rating only and as this by itself can be decep-
tive, particularly with Maori youths, those involved are indi-
cated in each category by an asterisk,

TABLE XV, P BC (ITTED TO KOHITERE.
# —=
PEERez S| RS0 (TSNS, [T | ey s
Buropean - 5(*1:| 11( *3) 4 2 20
Maori 5 21(*5 21(*13) 2(#2) 1 50
24 52 6 % T0
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84% of the laori sample are included in the dull and
average ranges, this same category containing 70f of the Euro-
peans, There are no Buropeans in the borderline category
which contains 10% of the Maoris whilst the whilet the high
average and superior categories contain 30% of the Burcpeans
and only 6% of the Maoris, Generally, then, the Buropeans
tend to be of higherlQ, 85% of them being of average or higher
Iy compared with 485 of the Maoris., The 5 Maori youths con-
tained in the borderline category (one of whom has been in
Campbell rfark School) could well offer special difficulties
to such an institution as Kohitere,

(b) Rersonality Assessment.

The factors mentioned most often in the psychologiecal
reports on Maori youngsters are aggressiveness, hostility,
deprivation (cultural, moral, social and envirommental), resent-
fulness and resistance, rigidity, general immaturity, withdrawal/
reticence/shyness, detachment, and lack of conscience or remorse,
together with some degree of impulsivity, insecurity and poor
gconcentration span,

The factors mentioned most often for Europeans are imma-
turity, agsressiveness and hostility, impulsivity, resentful -
ness and resistance, the fact of being easily influenced by
others, instability, casual or careless attitude, and a general
inability to relate,

A number of reports for boys from the Auckland area
(25 of the 70 youths in the sample) were prepared by the same
psychologist and a certain pattern in the reports is noticeable,
@8 one could expect,

Aggression is the most fregquently occuring trait in both
races, being evident in 42§ of the Maoris and 45F of the Buro-

peans, Amna Freud, in discussing aggression and delinquency,
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gtates: ".,,. the pathological factor in thess cases is not to
be found in the aggressive tendencies themselves, but in a lack
of fusion between them and libidinal (erotic) urges ... emotional
development ., . has been held up through adverne external or
internal conditions, such as the absence of love objects, lack
of emotional response from the adult enviromment, breaking of
emotional ties as soon as they are formed ,,., Oving to the
defects on the emotional side, the aggressive urges are not
brought inte fusion and thereby bound and partially neutralised,
but remain free and seek expression in life in the form of

purs, unadulterated, independent destructiveness,” 14.
Implied in this is & Jgek of neutralisation of aggression,

A study carried out by Bandura and /alters 15, intro-
duced the importance of dependency with the proposition that
antisoeial aggressive behaviour originates largely from a
disturbance of a child's dependency relationship to his parents,
In the aggressive group under study the boys had been allowed
to become dependeat on their parents but had then been subjected
to repeated frustrations or actual punishment for continuing
to seek these dependent relationships ( a parallel can be seen
in traditional Maori child rearing practices - refer pages 6
and 7). Particular attention was paid to the boy's relation-
ships to their fathers, marked in the aggressive group by re-
jection, lack of warmtk, and lack of positive responses to the
boys' attempts to become emotionally dependent on the father,
The mothers of the aggressive boys were warmer than their hus-
bands but still showed more evidence of rejecting and punishing
their son's dependent strivings than did the mothers of the
control group., The results of this study weuld seem to indi-
cate that a boy's relationship to his father and, more specifi-
cally, a disruption of it in his early life is of primary im-
portance in the development of a disturbed, antisoecially ag-
‘gressive behaviour,
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Bennett, in investigating hostility and provocative
behaviour, found that "the delinquent child's relationship
with his parents was usually resentful and of a sado-maso-
ghistic type, ie, one involving an arrest of libidinal develop-
ment and a regression to the anal-sadistic stage of emotional
life, /'his produces either fixation or regreesion to hostile
attitudes, hatred and cruelty to others, and extremes of provo-
cation and sado-masochistic interchanges with the parental
partner, Thie type of relationship is later transferred from
the parents on to the child's elders and to soclety in gen-
eral, and may be so skilfully and subtly provocative that he
invariably arouses similar responses from teachers, foster-
parents, probation officers, other children, the pclice, or
wardens of hostels and remand homes, There are many varieties
of this relationship and we found substantial evidence that in-
congistent handling of the child's early emotional and instinect-
ual manifestations is aetiologically linked with the delinquent's
repetition-compulsion to form, with striking regularity through-
out his later life, a type of intense, quarrelsome and torment-
ing relationshi%fron which he derives power and perverse
patisfaction," ..

Feelings of inadequacy, an inability to tolerate frust-
ration and the lack of a sense of guilt or shame plus poor
impulse control seemed to be assoociated more with the Maori
youths than Buropeans, Ivy Bemnett, who carried out a study
on delinquent and meurotic children, may be able to point to
a reason for this; "the conseience development remains at
e level similar to that of the small child, (It) ie faulty
because it fails to arouse guilt or shame, and does not lead
the child to adapt his behaviour to the demands of ronl:ltz.:

This condivion may be expected to develop where the child's
education has been cartied out with great inconsisteney and
where he has been aliernately over-stimulated and harshly

rejected, Such treatuent leads to confusion in his values



and standards of behaviour so that he cannot judge what is

the right thing to do, Didactic moral training has no mean-
ing for him, since it is not rooted in imitation and emotional
identification with a person to whom he is attached by recip-
rocally deep and loving emotions ,.. His emotional attachments
tend to be shallow because they have been frequently inter-
rupted and mishandled ... FPor this reason he genmuinely does not
care, or even resents, what others think or say, and 1t i»s
often impossible to influence him by ordinary methods ,., Hs
sacks chiefly for direct gratification of his wishes without
thouzht of the comsequences.” '1* It is probably no coinci-
dence that Ritchie sees the Maori personality structure as
being "oriented around safe paths to immediate gratification ...
the euphasis is on consummatory behaviour rather than explora-
tory or anticipatory delays, Thus learning tends to be learn-
ing of goale familiar and easily achieved rather than the
assessment of the whole field for paths tovards more durable

or more intrinsically satisfying goals," 'o°

Bennett further came to the conclusion that "the delin-
guent's emotional education ,.. has been typically carried out
with the greatest inconsistency, extremes of impatience and
harsh frustration altermating with indulgence and speiling,
The parents' own emotional life frequntly sets the child a
bad example and this, allied to the insecurity and interrup-
tions in his relationship with his parents, leads to faulty
and incomplete identification with them, or to an arrest at
infantile, nareissistic levels of emotional development, Thus
he has not been able to develcp a stron character, an inde-
pendent and reliable conscience, or the capacity for making
friends." 19*  Much of the above can be identified in a large
proportion of the sample and is, no doubt, associated with
their emotional maladjustment,



Accepled readily 408 209
Reserved/Timid 6% 20%
Aggressive/Bully 264 25%
Doesn't unix readily 165 104
Leader 4% -
Anti-social friends 18% 20%
Basily influenced 4% 5¢
Not accepted 6% : 5¢

The assessments above were based upon psychological reporte
for the most part, The percentage figures for each race do
not total 100¥ because I have, in some instances, included an
individual in 2 categories whore this appeared deslrable and
necessary (eg, a boy who is both a bully and not accepted readily)

Maori youths seemed to have least problems in being accep-
ted and fitting readily into a group although a slightly higher
proporiion of Maoris failed to mix readily with others, The
greatest number of Buropeans tended to be aggressive and bullies
and it is intersesiing that not cne of them vas described as
possessing leadership qualities, A little over one-quarter
of the Maori sample also were aggressive in their relationships
#ith peers, A significaant proportion of each race had Iriends
who were anti-social in outlook and who were considered poor
influences, A greater proportion of Buropeans than kaoris
proved to be reserved and timid and found it difficult to
make friends,
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8. Attitude Towards Authority.
TABLE XVII, AL2ITUD: TOWARDS AUTHORITY (by percentages).
Haori Buropeen.
Accepting 229% 5%
Superficial acceptance 5 109
Ambivalent 4% 15¢
Conforme under supervision 18% 20%
Indifferent 4% S
Resistant 444 554

Once again assescments were based mainly on Paychological
reports, It will be seen that the highest percentages of doth
Buropeans and Maoris were classified as being resistant to
authority at the time of their admission to Kohitere, One-
£ifth of the Buropeans responded to supervision whilst 15¢
were ambivalent, A similar mumber were accepting of auth-
ority and discipline, Only a small proportion of the Maoris
wavered between scceptance and non-acceptance - it seemed that
they generally either conformed (either willingly or in re-
sponse to oversight) or resisted,

CONCLUCTONE .

In attempting to summarise the foregoing it may be now
possible, taking into account the linmitations of the study, to
draw up a profile of the Maori delinquent as he presented at
the time of his admission to Kohitere, based on the information
and data that seems to be significant,

He will be approximately 14 years of age living in an
urban locality, most,likely from the morthern half of the
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North Island and from Auckland city and surrounding area in
particular, He will be a member of a large family (by Buro-
pean standards) and most likely the eldest boy living at home
2t the time, although not necessarily the eldest of the family,
The youth will be subject to few parental restraints, the parents
tending to be divided as to contrel noﬂ:olll.‘diuipunlns and
guidance; any discipline received being generally inconsistent
and inneffective, The father ie likely to show only passing
interest in his son, is engaged in unskilled or semi-skilled
employment and is likely to be a regular attender at the hotel,
There is a strong likelihood of the boy having experienced an
unstable home life, the parents having been or currently are
separated or divorced, and he has probably spent sowme periocd
living with relatives,

He is making only limited progress at school where he
is in either Form % or Form 4 and has a history eof truancy,.

The youth has made 3 appearances in the Children's Court,
first appearing at 11 years of age, and it is possible that he
came to Child welfare notice prier to his first Court aprear-
ance as the result of some outside referral, He has indulged
in offences of theft, burglary and the taking of bieyecles and
has probably also interfered with or itaken a motor car, Most
of his offences were comnitted in the company of other Naori
youtihs of similar age, and, to & considerable extent, he is
dependent upon and conforms to the peer group, He has feu
positive interests and is unable or unwilling te use his
leisure time constructively,

His IQ will be in the dull - average range and he will
generally be an aggressive, hostile, resentful, rigid, immature,
withdrasn and deprived youngster with strong dependency needs
and generally resistant towards authority although he does
respond under supervision and close oversight,
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Much of the foregoing will apply to the 'typical' pre-
admission Buropean except that his family of origin will be
smaller and there is less likelihood of his being the eldest
boy at home at the time, The Buropean youngster is also
likely to come from a '"broken' home but rather than being
placed with relatives, he is more likely to have had a history
of children's home or foster home placements, He, too, will
be in Form 5 or Form 4, offers behavioural and control problems
to his teachers and truants, If he works he will havs a
history of numerous job changes with a tendency %e take up
semi-skilled or skilled employment, He first appeared in the
Children's Court at 11 years of age and hes made +three Court
apyrearances, His reference for offences centre around car
conversion, burglary, theft, breaking and entering, and getting
into a motor car plus, maybe, driving whilet disqualified, Jie
will have offended with a mixed age group, although there is
a tendsncy for him, too, to prefer group members of a similax
age . However, he doesn't seem to share his Maori counter-
pari's group dependency need to the same extent,

His IQ level is likely to be in the average range with
a tendeney towards high average, and he will present as an
aggressive, resentful, unstable, casual youth; easily in-
fluenced by others, displaying an inability to reliate to
others and also being resistant to authority,

All of this doesn't solve ths problem ofwhy there is
guch a high proportion of Maori youths at Kohitere, however,
In the abscence of a control group it is impossible to come
to sny reliable conclusions but it might be possible, and I
nay be excused for this, to point to some indicators,

For example, the most significant fact to which I have
earlier referred at some length seeus to be the tendency for



Maori youngsters to be rejected by parents at a falrly early
age and thrust into the peer and familial group relationships
which may not provide for the emotional needs of the Individual,
"gmotional deprivation in childhood can be assumedj this has
resulted in constriction, insecurity and an unsatiafied need
for affection, A need for immediate gratification ie alse
avidenced," 20, This gives rise to some anxiety and a
tendency to meet any social demands as the price which must

be paid for protection from further (soecial) rejection, The
unpredictable, inconsistant and capricious attention received
from parents leads to consequent wariness and vigilance, self-
doudbt and distrust of the adult world, Ritchie 21* also
identifies depression as a result of "patterns of defence by
extra-punitive processes, or by withdraval of an affective
rather than a cognitive form (token participation without
emotional involvement),.," He also sugmests that "inder the
impact of acculturative agencies and consequent upon soeinl
disorganisation vhich might otherwise provide support there

has been an increase in the level of manifest amxiety revealing
an anxiety prone personality structure.,"

Urbanisation and its consequent probleme invelves not
only the parents in the new pressurees, values nand ptandawrde
to which they are expected to conform snd the subse uent emo-
tional, financial and other difficulties that effeet the
parents' resources to cope which are, in turn, reflected in
family relationships, but also the situations which face the
children in a new, densely populated, accessible environment,
The formation of Haori gangs in Auckland peints to the
adjustment and maybe defensive measures that are being adopted
by Maori youngsters and, indeed, the Maori race itself is
becoming concerned about this problem as evinced by the Vew
Zealand Maori Qouncil attempting to bring some pressure on to
the Government for the formation of an independent committee

of enquiry into the whole magter, This, then, really becomes
a communi ty matter,
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At a consequence of urbanisation, the family (as I have
already mentioned) finds itself removed f om the kinship ties
and the support formerly received from the extended femily,
Thus the Maori child, rejected by the parente following a
period of permiseiveness and lavish, close affeetion, finde
~ 1little security from older siblings, relatives or other
surrogate parents as would have umilly been the case had
the family been in a rural, pa-type setting, Security ie
found amongst age peers, a seocurity which is limited and harsh,

The tendency for Maori youngsters to be placed with
relatives, sometimes at an early age, must have some effect
on their later personality development and seems to be a sig-
nificant factor in the backgrounds of the lMaori sample members,
However, I have no ,way of knowing vhether this is, in fact,
common t0.a large proportion of all laori youths and not merely
to those boys adaitted to Kohitere,

Tthese, then are some of the factors that seem to me
to be significant and relevant in explaining the rising Pro-
portion of Maori admissions to Kohitere, However, much un-
certainty surrounds the degree of pipgni ficance that can be
attached, and obviously these are matters that could form the
basis of a much more comprehensive study.
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